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THE WAND

World's Highest-Paid Magicians Of 2016:
David Copperfield Conjures $64 Million, Tops List

Over the course of David Copperfield’s four-decade career,
the famed illusionist has walked through the Great Wall of
China, levitated over the Grand Canyon and made the
Statue of Liberty disappear. His greatest recent feat: pulling
$64 million pretax out of his proverbial hat over the past
year—and earning the top spot on our resurrected list of the
world’s highest-paid magicians.

Now in his seventeenth year in Las Vegas, the sixty-year-old
performed an astounding 638 shows at the MGM Grand
Hotel & Casino in our scoring period. Copperfield also minted
millions from corporate gigs as well as exclusive tours and
concerts on Musha Cay, one of his 11 private Bahamian
islands. In 2013 FORBES estimated his net worth at $800
million, making Copperfield the most commercially
successful magician in history.

“It's not just tricks,” Copperfield told FORBES in 2013.
“Secrets and lots of hard work go into this.”
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Penn & Teller rank second with earnings of $31.5 million,
thanks to their Las Vegas residency at the Rio. In 2015 the
duo also worked their magic on Broadway for six weeks.
Their CW show Fool Us, hosted by Alyson Hannigan, was
recently renewed for a fourth season.

What's the odd couple’s secret to success? “We do stuff that
matters more to us than anything else in the world,” Penn
Jillette told FORBES in August. “That’s the only magic
secret: Being willing to work hard on things people would
never believe anyone would work that hard for.”

Mindfreak star Criss Angel rounds out the top three.
In May Bloomberg put his annual earnings at $70
million, but upon closer inspection, FORBES
determined that Angel earned $19 million in our 12-
month scoring period. Angel made most of his
millions from headlining two Las Vegas shows at the
Luxor. Criss Angel Believe closed on April 17 after
more than 3,000 performances, and Angel's second
show with Cirque du Soleil, Mindfreak LIVE!, opened
this past June. The entrepreneurial magician also

studio in Sin City.

This is the first time FORBES has ranked the world’s
magic acts in 12 years. Combined, the world’s seven
highest-paid magic acts earned $157.5 million
between June 1, 2015 and June 1, 2016, before
management fees and taxes. Figures are based on
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data from Pollstar Pro as well as interviews with agents,
managers and other industry insiders.

The demographics of magic’s top earners haven’t changed
much in a dozen years: the majority of names among the
lucky seven are white and male. English magician Dynamo
(No. 4, $18 million) is multiracial, while The lllusionists (No.
5, $11 million) include a handful of performers who buck the
trend, such as Jinger Leigh (“The Conjuress”) and Yu Ho-Jin
(“The Manipulator”).

But overall, the ranks of the highest-paid magic acts reflect
the lack of diversity within the magic industry. In 2013 The
Atlantic investigated this gender gap and found that industry
observers generally estimated that less than 10% of
magicians were female.

The top three magic acts are big stars on the Strip, but
corporate gigs are a serious moneymaker for many
magicians (though decidedly less glamorous). Michael
Carbonaro (No. 7, $6 million) is currently on a hot tour and
stars in TruTV’s The Carbonaro Effect, and still makes nearly
half his income from boardroom magic.

One of the world’s most famous magicians is missing from
the highest-paid ranks: David Blaine, known for burying
himself alive for a week, holding his breath for 17 minutes
and other death-defying stunts. How did the endurance artist
manage to escape our list? During our 12-month scoring
period, Blaine cut down on public and private performances
in order to develop his upcoming ABC special, David Blaine:
Beyond Magic, and another special project.

In an exclusive interview, FORBES has learned that Blaine
plans on launching his first worldwide tour in 2017. “David’s
been working many years on this tour,” says Guy Oseary,
Blaine’s manager. “He’s always had a big show in him.”
Blaine has already turned down on a number of such
opportunities.

“He’s passed on $100 million deals in Vegas,” Oseary says.
“But David’s very picky on who he associates with. David
makes his decisions based on art, not commerce.”

Though the modern-day Houdini didn’t make our $6 million
cutoff this time around, a tour should make it relatively easy
for Blaine to summon enough cash to make the list next
year.id

Courtesy www.forbes.com
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Sing
along!

Saturday
oyt 19th August

Call f:;"ﬁéz'ehratinns:
072 225 1420
@ 156, Templers Road, Mt. Lavinia.

Keep the date free
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Your own made-at-home Dengue fighter
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What you need

An empty plastic 2 liter bottle, 1/4 cup brown sugar, 1-1 1/3 cup hot water and 1 gram of yeast.
Make the bottom of the bottle dark/black as mosquitos are attracted to dark places.
A few pieces of tape placed around the bottle will suffice to keep the edges in place.
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FREE FREE FREE Happy Birthday

A valuable collection of non-fiction to all members
books has been received by the

', SLMC. They cover many subjects celebratmg their
: including self-help, management birthdays in July
etc etc.
July 1 Ms.Yogitha Anthony
Members attending the monthly July 15 Micheal Fernando

July 21 Ranjith Silva

meeting on 30th July can take them away July 21 Vihan Peiris

free of charge. Don’t miss opportunity.
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The six contestants (standing at rear from left) Chenul Vihan, Vindya, Dr. Kirthi, Gayan and Bhanuka are
seen with (seated from left) Priyantha, SG Ronald, President Rohan, EVP Lalith, HLM Gamage and VP
Sheﬂon

VP Shelton VP Suranjith HLM Gamage and EVP Lalith
making the presentations

Four beautiful trophies
were donated by VP

Welfare Asanka adding
much colour to the Mini
Contests 2017




