e RS Sy [RGLAZ G
For private circulation only

©[?Tr‘ﬂ=ﬂ[§ SR LANKA MAGIE GIRCLE

www.srilankamagic.org

July 2015 “The Official ({;mﬂiun of M_i_qic

, FISM

“Knight of Illﬂ'uns
Yasas Euna athne
attended the FISMITAI.YZ[IIE

held in Rimini, ltaly from Bth to lith July.

s - i
“‘Make it yourseff’ Trick of the Month [ 5

l
Movie Review P 468 @(b(ﬁ@@? P.7
Birthdays in July P.8

Member NEWS P.9
New Trick Reviews P.10

EDITOR: : No. 33/3/A, Galmaduwa Watta Road,
HDN Gunasekara | Tel: 0812421255 | Mobile: 0716420676 Kundasale 20168,

E-Mail: hdngunasekara@gmail.com Sri Lanka

The WAND -July 2015 | www.srilankamagic.org



SLMC Monthly Get Together & Mini Contest

(28" June 2015)

The monthly get together of the SLMC for the month
of June 2015 was held at, “Vishmithapaya” on
28/06/2015 commencing around 10.00 am. The
following Members were present. Ajith Fernando,

Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana, C.
Heendeniya, Chandrasena Gamage, Chrisantha
Silva, Dinesh Thangavel, Gayan Wickramage, Hiran
Seneviratne, M. K. Wimalasena, Priyantha Gamage,
Rohan Jayasekara, Rohith J. Silva, Ranjith Silva,
Senul Jayasinghe, Sadila Jayasinghe, Shelton
Jayasekera, Suranjith De Soysa, T. Amerasekera,
Thusitha Jayasekera, W. A. K. Weerawardena, W. S.
Boteju and Yogitha Anthony.

The notice of absences was received from Joy de Silva
and Devsiri Fernando.

The session started with the lighting of the oil lamp.
The GS welcomed the members and invited President
Rohan Jayasekera to address the gathering.

He thanked the members for their presence and
appreciated the presence of young members and
pointed out that this is the best place to improve
magic skills. He mentioned regarding the special
training program which is open to non-members as
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well, to encourage outsiders to become members of SLMC. He
also informed the proposed improvements to ‘Vishmithapaya’
and the need of contributions to make this a success.

The Treasurer requested the members to settle their arrears at
their earliest as the circle needs funds.
The highlight of the day was the Mini Contest. VP Suranjith
explained the rules and the points scheme while thanking the
participants. There were 6 contestants for the Mini Contest.
They were W. A. K. Weerawardena, Yasitha Jayamal, Asanka K.
Pathirana, Senul Jayasinghe, Sadila Jayasinghe and Yogitha
Anthony. It was encouraging to note that out of 6 contestants 4
were young, to be magicians. Asanka K. Pathirana became the
winner and Dr. W. A. K. Weerawardena was the Runner Up. The
panel of judges comprised of President Rohan Jayasekara, VP
Chandrasena Gamage and Mr. Priyantha Gamage. The time
keeping was handled by VP Suranjith De Soysa. Audio equipment
support was provided by VP Shelton Jayasekera. It was
interesting to note an improvement in the performances of the
contestants. This is mainly due to the monthly training organized
by SLMC.
After the contest President Rohan made his comments on the
performances of the participants. Advice on the importance of
the dress, patter, eye contact and use of music was mentioned.
He explained on how to present a magic show emphasizing on
Open, Mid and Closure (OMC Theory) of a show. He further said
that contestants should be fully aware of the point scheme in
order to gain maximum points.
Reference was made to the story appeared in ‘The Wand’ on the
hardship Mr. Linden De Alwis had in 1916 to learn magic. VP
Shelton Jayasekera shared some of his experiences in learning
magic by observing the street magicians and getting training
from experienced magicians like Major R.M. Piyatilleke.
It was an interesting day and the proceedings of the day came to
an end around 12.00 noon.

_Chrishantha




During the past few years VPs (Training) Chandrasena Gamage & Shelton Jayasekara conducted monthly training
classes for members. The success and improvement of young magicians due to these training sessions, prompted

the SLMC to organize the training programmers in a formal manner. With that in mind we started ‘The Magic
Class’ for both members & members to be on Sunday, 12" of July.

It was a success, with 11 members and one outsider participating. President Rohan Jayasekera gave valuable
points on presentation. Kalabhooshana Shelton Jayasekara conducted the class. Kalabhooshana Chandrasena
Gamage was a guest lecturer. Asanka K Pathirana assisted in demonstrations. Suranjith De Soyza was behind
everything to see that the class rolls smoothly.

Desmond Erskine who participated as a non member, was taken up by the class and singed an application form to
join the Circle. We are thankful to our former EVP/GS Devsiri Frenando who canvassed on behalf of the circle and
made a visit during the session.

Students had a formal introduction to the basics of the subject, received readymade trick packs and practiced
under the supervision of instructors, learning to make their own items. They dispersed satisfied at the end of a
fruitful day.
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Sincere thanks to everyone who expressed their appreciation through phone calls & emails. Your words of admiration encourage
us to do more........

If we are to continue ‘The Wand’ with colour pages, and more reading material, we have to find a way of covering the printing
cost. This appeal is for the members who could afford to sponsor the printing cost for one month with a donation of Rs.2000/=
or by getting an advertisement for the back cover.

Members are requested to contribute articles, tricks, views etc. for ‘The Wand'. _Editor
O, | o
v Editor’'s Mail Bag: Excerpts from members’ communications.

...... My congratulations on a super production of ‘The Wand’, well planned out and WELL ON TIME!
I am deeply impressed !! ~ Very Stylish too!!!
Quite a lot of reading material too. HDN as the Historian has accomplished a fantastic task in recording past members as a regular monthly
serial! ..... Article about Major Piyatilleke was wonderful especially for new members. This concept of reminding current membership of
stalwarts of the past is indeed encouraging.......
Congratulations once again to you HDN, Rohan, Gayan & the team. Keep on the good work and combined Team Effort 111!

Ronald De Alwis , President Emeritus,

It’s really WOW....... that's all | need to say...... !
Devsiri Fernando , Former EVP/GS/Editor,

(‘WOW’ is a frequent expression today, yet | was not sure of the exact meaning. So | referred the dictionary; which says “an expression of
astonishment or admiration” ..............

Thank you Dev; You who opened ‘The Wand’ for me to write on “Down the memory lane...” and encouraged me to write more. Thanks for your
continuous support in many ways. -HDN-)

...... Thank you very much for the nicely written article in the Wand. | frankly never expected such an article to appear. It is encouraging to be
appreciated and recognized in this manner. Thank you once again for being so thoughtful......
Yasas Gunaratne, President, IBM Ring 139 & TVP, IBM.
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...... THE WAND looks great in its colourful attire with interesting news with a difference. | usually leave my copy to read it at my leisure, but
now it makes me want to read it then and there. ........
Lilani De Mel
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Sick & Convalescing

Some of the senior members who are interested in the Circle’s
activities regret their inability to attend the monthly meetings.

President Emeritus Ronald De Alwis, Nelson Jayawardane and
M.M.S. Pushpakumara were among them who expressed their
concern on this regard. We wish that they over-come the ill health
& other difficulties soon to be with us.
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Trick of the Month sent by: Rohan Jayasekara

Haunted Vase Illusion :
What you need: :
v" A small flower vase with a narrow neck (Made of colored glass or clay) i
v" A piece of magician’s rope (About 20 cm long) !
v" Arubber (Eraser) !

v’ Pair of scissors ! } ) . .
You are going to slip the little ball into the

vase, unseen to the audience. Once you place

1
1
1
How it works: ' ) i
1 the rope into the vase, slant it so that the ball
:
1
1

First you must make your ‘gimmick’.

Cut a small ball from the rubber (eraser).

It should be little smaller than the neck opening of the vase.
Be careful not to cut it too small. i

rolls into the neck of the vase and trap the

| rope. This is the moment of magic. When you
- 1 release the vase, holding only the rope, the
vase will float in mid air. To release the rope,
gently push it into the vase to let the ball fall
into the base leaving the rope free to come
out. Then palm the gimmick (unknown to the
audience) and you can hand the vase and the
rope out for inspection.

(Try it at home and come prepared.

-

e

N

C—

Demonstration and handling instructions will
be given at the get to gather.)
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Movie Review

“‘THE PRESTIGE’ IS PURE

MAGIC!” -!_, - The PrEStige is a 2006 mystery drama film

~ Clay Smithy, The Insider

directed by Christopher Nolan, from a screenplay adapted by
Nolan and his brother Jonathan from Christopher Priest's 1995
e World Fantasy Award-winning novel of the same name. The
CHRISTIAN BALE 3 | story follows Robert Angier and Alfred Borden, rival stage
' magicians in London at the end of the 19th century. Obsessed

with creating the best stage illusion, they engage in competitive

 SCARIETT JOHANSON

MICHAEL CAINE . . .
one-upmanship with tragic results.

DAVID BOWIE
The American-British co-production features Hugh Jackman as

Robert Angier, Christian Bale as Alfred Borden, and David Bowie
as Nikola Tesla. It also stars Michael Caine, Scarlett Johansson,
Piper Perabo, Andy Serkis, and Rebecca Hall. The film reunites
Nolan with actors Bale and Caine from Batman Begins, and
returning cinematographer Wally Pfister, production designer
Nathan Crowley, film score composer David Julyan, and editor
Lee Smith.

THEPRESTIGE

A co-production between Touchstone Pictures and Warner Bros. Pictures, the film was released on October 20, 2006,
receiving positive reviews and strong box office results, and received Academy Award nominations for Best
Cinematography and Best Art Direction. Along with The lllusionist and Scoop, The Prestige was one of three films in
2006 to explore the world of stage magicians.

WAS YOUR WOW, YOU'RE RIGHT
CARD... I DON'T BOYS, THIS ONE
THE THREE BELIEVE T/ IS THE REAL DEAL/S

OF cLUBS? ( (

&
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T.G.R. Goonewardane was the main convener who rounded up members for the commencement of the Association of Ceylon
Magicians (ACM) in 1922. He was a Founder Member who held the post of Secretary of the ACM/SLMC from 1922 to 1956, and
a Vice President thereafter. TGR was attached to Colombo Municipality and retired as the Charity Commissioner of the CMC.
The Golden Jubilee Publication of the Sri Lanka Magic Circle records........

“During the war years the Circle was in abeyance, but Linden De Alwis, Vice President and T.G.R.Goonawardane, Hony.
Secretary entertained His Majesty’s troops in Ceylon and had the field to them. They travelled the length and breadth of the
Island giving entertainment in aid of War Charities while their President was entertaining His Majesty’s troops in Britain and
France.”

Mudaliyar Amarasekara mention in his ‘Broken Wand’ gratitude message in ‘The Wand’ December 1966.......

“...His stage name ‘Merry Talbot’ suits his character and his personality on the stage or in any company off the stage.
His special line of entertainment was ‘Comedy Magic’ for which he was cut out by nature. His manner, his gestures, his walk and
his talk were really funny .......... His pet tricks were ‘Sliding Die Box ‘and ‘Bewildering Blocks’.
President Emeritus, Ronald who is the most senior member today says .......

“TGR was a garrulous character who used to enter the stage with a great laugh, almost roaring likes a lion captivating
the attention of the audience. His presentation was full of comedy and very hilarious. He was a stout and buxom character, not
very tall, round face, laughing and smiling and very witty”
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Continued from page 7.....

Major Piyatilake the second most senior member recalls how they (Messrs Simon Perera , Pathiville, Major Bartholamauez and
Piya) used to meet almost every Sunday at TGR’s home in early 1960s to chat & talk Magic. TGR had a massive collection of
illusions; when foreign magicians like ‘Georgia Pasha’ visits Ceylon they used to borrow items from TGR for their shows.

The unusual name, ‘Merry Talbot’ was adapted from a famous French Magician of 19™ Century. TGR made a name as the pioneer

humorist in the history of SLMC and passed away in November 1966. The ‘Comedy Magic Trophy’ in memory of TGR, was donated
by B.R.P. Gunawardane, naming it as ‘Merry Talbot Award’. The first winner of this trophy was Haleem Ghouse (Gosh the Great) in
1967.
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Happy Birthday THE MAGIGIANS

25
to the Members Do not reveal the secret to a trick.

who's B’days fall in July Practice the effect before performing.
Never repeat an effect.

1*  Ms. Yogitha Antony

21%  Ranijith Silva Mystery is the basic appeal of magic.

Once the secrets are known,
(Birthday list available with the editor is not a the magician becomes a mere manipulator,
complete one. Please inform if your birthday an actor in a suspense drama which has little impact
not mentioned or appeared in a wrong month) because the audience knows the ending in advance.
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Yasas at the FISMITALY2015

FISM (Fédération Internationale des Sociétés Magiques / International Federation of Magical Societies)

Yasas Gunarathne, T.V.P., |.B.M. and President IBM Ring 139; attended the “FISMITALY2015” Convention
cum 26™ World Championship of Magic, held in Rimini, Italy from 6" to 11" this month. He had the unique
opportunity of meeting the world names in the field of Magic and witnessing the ‘Best of Magic’ in the world
today. I'm sure IBM 139 and SLMC will be benefited by his exposure to this Global Festival of Magic.

op, Yasas will be with us at the July Get-together to share his experiences.

e
- =

| Acer ==

| | TR
With Paul Daniels With Shawn Farquhar Int. President, IBM

The FISM 2015 Winners were announced in Rimini, Italy after a week of contests. Spain and South Korea
tied for having the most winners and Germany came in with a close second.

¢ Cooler Air for ‘Vishmithapaya’.

As indicated at the last month’s ‘Wand’ arrangements are made to install A/C facility for the ground floor of
the ‘Vishmithapaya’ . The royalty received from the ‘Magic for Non Magician’ workshop to be allocated for
this purpose. As that alone is not sufficient, it is suggested to appeal for voluntary contributions from the
members who wish to help. President Rohan made the initial contribution of Rs. 5000/=. Rohith J. Silva too
expressed his desire to join in hand. We are still in short of roughly 25,000/= to complete this project. Kamal
Shantha volunteered to provide his services for wiring and installation.

We are in the process of upgrading the ‘Vishmithapaya’ facilities, little by little to suit today’s needs.
Members, who wish to extend their monetary contributions to do it, without disturbing the circle’s coffer,
please contact Hony. Treasurer, Amarasiri Wijesinghe (038 7210238, 077 9879274)

+» Raffle Tickets

Please return the Raffle Tickets’ counter-foils with the money, to GS Crishantha de Silva on 26" July to
finalize the matters regarding the ‘Raffle’, initiated by the PP Joy De Silva.

+* CONTESTS:
Young Magician of the Year - 2015 and Amateur Magician of the Year - 2015
“Young Magician of the Year” contest—for “Donavan Andree Trophy “and “Amateur Magician of the Year”
contest for “Linden De Alwis Trophy” will be held on Sunday 26" August, 2015 at the ‘Vishmithapaya’. Junior
members and amateur magicians are invited to vie for these coveted titles that become the stepping stones
to success as a magician. Eligibility, conditions and contest rules are attached.
Contact VP Contests Suranjith De Soyza (0777208660) for details .
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New Magic Tricks Reviews

THE BOUND DECK by Juan Luis Rubiales

AN IMPOSSIBLE COINCIDENCE

An incredible coincidence effect performed under
impossible conditions. You divide a deck in two and
bind each portion so that it becomes a book of cards.
The spectator chooses a card from one book. Dealing
through the books simultaneously the chosen card falls
at the exact same position as its mate. No other cards
match. Now for a miracle finale. Because now when
the cards are leafed through, every pair single matches.
This despite the fact that the cards are still bound
together. So clever you will baffle yourself!

New Releases for FISM 2015

FREE SHIPPING WORLDWIDE:
http://www.essentialmagiccollection.com
€40.00

Help the Sri Lanka Magic Circle
raise funds by shopping anline through the link below

http:isime.easysearch.org.uk Easysearclkj
LOrg.u

FREE Magic Training Sessions
With Kala Bushana Shelton Jayasekara

Every Secons Sunday @ ‘Vishmithapaya’

THE MINDPOD by Joaquin Kotkin

DIVINATION OF A THOUGHT-OF TUNE

Two sets of cards are shown. They resemble mini
iPods and contain the titles of 100 popular songs. The
spectator mentally chooses one of the songs. Then
removes two cards that bear the title of the selected
song. The performer can instantly name the thought-
of song. A totally self-working mystery. Includes
special cards and further presentational ideas for
close-up, parlour and stage. We have even compiled a
Spotify playlist so that you can play the mentally
chosen song from your smart phone.

New Releases for FISM 2015

FREE SHIPPING WORLDWIDE:
http://www.essentialmagiccollection.com
€40.00

| The Great Fondini is having doubts |
| about his new assistant..

"I told you, they aren't really magical rabbits.__you
have to feed theml!"
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