Jer

Ve (B2 AN 75 SHvEY, ABszAZ
anfnpy = .l " For private clrculaﬂon

@[F ?IHI@ SR mm U@ CIRCLE

www.snlankamaglc.org

August 2015 “The Official Q;uuﬂiun of M_u:ﬂic

Young & Amateur Magician
2013 Winners

Chenul Perera & Dr. Keerthi Weerawardena

§

. \;"J’.%g

g a
» 7

L)
1
s

This Months

In thi S A e STAR PERFORMER

Young & Amateur Magician Contests P.2 Young Magician-2015
Linden De Alwis & Donovan Andree P.3 Chenul Perera
What is this FISM? P.4

ﬂ@& @(b(ﬁ@@‘; P5 30th August

: ] Members Day
Blrthdays in AUgUSt P.6 Yasas Gunaratne

o § - speaks on his experience at the
Magic incantations P.7 FISMitaliy 2015

EDITOR: : No. 33/3/A, Galmaduwa Watta Road,
HDN Gunasekara | Tel: 0812421255 | Mobile: 0716420676 Kundasale 20168

E-Mail: hdngunasekara@gmail.com Sri Lanka

The WAND - August 2015 | www.srilankamagic.org




The monthly get together of the SLMC for the month of June 2015 was held at the “Vishmithapaya” on 26/07/2015
commencing around 10.00 a.m. It was a special day since the Young Magician & Amateur Magician Contests were

scheduled to be held.

The following Members were present: Ajith Fernando, Amarasiri Wijesinghe, Asanka K. Pathirana,

C. Heendeniya, Chandrasena Gamage, Chenul Perera, Chrisantha Silva, Dinesh Thangavel, Emil Eranga,
Gayan Wickramage, Iranga Gunawardena, Joy de Silva, M. K. Wimalasena, Priyantha Gamage,

R. Ratnapala, Rohan Jayasekara, Rohith J. Silva, Ranjith Silva, Shelton Jayasekera, Sanjeewa Hewapathirane,
Suranjith De Soysa, Terry Amerasekera, T. J. Anthony, Thusitha Jayasekera, V. R. Jayasekara,

W. A. K. Weerawardena, W. S. Boteju, Wilhelm Perera, Yasitha Jayamal and Yogitha Anthony.

The notice of absences was received from Col. Ronald de Alwis, H.D.N.Gunasekera and Devsiri Fernando.

The GS welcomed the members and invited the President to address the gathering.

President Rohan welcomed the gathering and thanked those who were participating in the Contests. He mentioned that
the Amateur Magician contest for Linden de Alwis Challenge Trophy was started in 1993 and the Young Magicians contest
for Donovan Andree Trophy was started in 2001. Rohan also said that both these contests were the brain child of

President Emeritus Lt.Col. Ronald De Alwis.
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VP Suranjith explained the rules and the point scheme and thanked the
participants of both contests.

Young Magician Contest

There were 3 participants for the Young Magician Contest. They were
Yasitha Jayamal, Yogitha Anthony and Chenul Perera. It was a contest
that showed lots of promising talents of the young members. Chenul
Perera became the winner and was awarded the Donovan Andree
Trophy.

Amateur Magician Contest

W. A. K. Weerawardena and U. Abayakumara vied for the Amateur
Magician—-2015 title. W. A. K. Weerawardena was adjudged the winner
and awarded the Linden De Alwis Challenge Trophy.

The panel of judges for both events comprised of VP Chandrasena
Gamage, Assistant General Secretary Gayan Wickramage and Priyantha
Gamage. The time keeping was handled by VP Suranjith De Soyza and
sound control was assisted by Asanka K. Pathirana. The audio

— equipment support was provided

S by VP Shelton Jayasekera.
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A birthday treat was given by
Ranjith Silva.

It was a day where the
gathering witnessed the talent
of upcoming magicians and the
proceedings of the day came to
an end around 12.30 p.m.

_Chrishantha
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Secretary’s report says that the Amateur Magician contest for Linden de Alwis Challenge Trophy was started
in 1993 and the Young Magicians contest for Donovan Andree Trophy was started in 2001. Who were these
gentlemen in whose memory the contests are held?

Late Donovan Andree was the Number 1 showbiz and sports promoter of Ceylon in 1950s. Being an
‘entrepreneur of entertainment’ he launched and promoted many entertainment events. He brought
international entertainment acts to Colombo and made available for Ceylonese public to enjoy those foreign

In 1955 Donovan Andree was so popular in the island; he became the ‘Personality of the Year’, at a public
opinion poll conducted by the ‘Ceylon Observer’. His closest competitor was the then Prime Minister Sir
John Kotalawala. Donovan was the man who helped the country to win the first Asian Gold in Athletics in
1958 by sponsoring N. Ediriveerasingham, when the sports association had no funds to send him for the
meet in Tokyo. Among many other philanthropic activities he sponsored the first ever Magicians’
competition in Ceylon at the S.S.C. Carnival in 1952. Professor D’Alvo Sr. (Linden De Alwis) won the Trophy
for Best All-round Magician. Professor D’Alvo Jr. (Ronald De Alwis, then only 17 years of age) became the
runner-up in the Junior Magician category. Mr.Donovan Andree was a member of the SLMC in 1950s.

Our President Emeritus, Ronald De Alwis as the Executive Vice President in 1993 launched the Amateur
Magician Contest by donating the Trophy in memory of his late father, founder Member, and former Senior
Vice President Linden de Alwis. In 2001 as the President SLMC, Ronald started yet another contest to
encourage youngsters who take in to Magic as a hobby ‘The Young Magician Contest’. He negotiated with
Malcolm Andree, the son of Donovan Andree to donate the Trophy in memory of his late father who
sponsored the first ever Junior Magician Contest half a century ago.

SLMC usually have these two contests in the month of July. Lnden’s Birth Anniversary falls on 21% July and
Donovan’s death anniversary falls on 4™ July.
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Sick & Convalescing

Ronald De Alwis could not be there at the last get-together to present his Trophy to
the winner. Ronald was unwell and had to be at Military Hospital on and off for
check-ups and treatments. We wish him speedy recovery to continue his usual
activities at the SLMC.

Immediate Past President’s Portrait

Official opening of the Past President, Joy de Silva’s photograph at the

‘Vishmithapya ‘ is scheduled to be held on 30th August at the Get-together.
Members are requested to be there to show the gratitude to our eldest member
who unhesitatingly shouldered the responsibility of the leadership at the time of
need; and to appreciate the dedicated services Joy rendered during his reign
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What is FISM ? @ |

(Fédération Internationale des Sociétés Magiques / International Federation of Magical Societies) e
FISM
FISM is one of the most respected organizations in the magician community which was originated in the
Europe in 1948. It is a world federation consists of more than 80 magic societies, from around 50 countries
representing approximately 50,000 magicians.

Every three years, the organization hosts an “International Conference and Championships of World
Magic”, where magicians from all over the world compete for “Best of” categories. The World
Championship of Magic categories comprise General Magic, Card Magic, Mental Magic, Micro Magic,
Parlor Magic, Comedy, lllusions, Manipulation, and Innovations. First Place Winners must receive a
minimum of 80 points from the Jury. If no one in a category receives over points then no Championship
Prize will be awarded. Special awards for Research & History, Lifetime Achievements and Scholarships too
are awarded.

26th World Championships of Magic was held in Rihini, Italy last month. Next FISM World Championships
of Magic will be held in Busan, South Korea in 2018.

Sri Lanka Magic Circle Members at the FISM

Some of our members too had attended this great event in recent years. Nishika Priris ( SLMC Young
Magician -2007 & Amateur Magician -2010) attended the FISM 2009 in Beijing, China; with her family. Both
her father & brother were members of the SLMC. Sumangala Perera our member in the international
entertainment circles too was there at the FISM 2009 in Beijing. In fact, Sumangala’s act was sanctioned by
the panel of adjudicators in 2006, after viewing the CD of his act, to take part at the championship contests
of FISM2006 in Stockholm, Sweden. But he could not make it due to the financial reasons. 2009 he could
not make it due to a technical issue of the preliminary CD he submitted. Hope a magician from Sri Lanka
would compete at the World Championships in near future. Yasas was there at FISM 2015.

Guinness Record by Magicians at the FISM 2015

Guinness Record for most number of magicians in a single magic show is 134 and was achieved by FISMITALY2015
in Rimini, Italy, on 9 July 2015.

Yasas Gunaratne was the 80" performer among these 134. The event lasted for 4 hours and 35 minutes.
-Do not miss the August Get-together! Yasas will be there to share his experience-

(This reminds me the grand show the Sri Lanka Magic Circle had in March 1982 at the Ramachrishna Hall,

Wellawatta to felicitate the Doyen of Magic in SriLanka, Gate Mudaliyar ACGS Amarasekara, on achieving

his 100" year of life. It was a marathon show with 27 Magicians taking part. All performing members of

the circle from the eldest to the youngest and the most senior to the most junior performed at the show.
-HDN-)
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4108 ELORMDOLD) Our Ancestors

Herbert E. Gonzal (Dr.Hersal)

Herbert E. Gonzal was one of the youngest among founder members of the Association of Ceylon Magicians in 1922.
Mr. Gonzal was a Charted Architect and Structural Engineer attached to the Government Building Department and was
instrumental in planning and construction of major projects of the era.

In 1950s when the ACM was re-activated he took over one of the Joint Secretaries post and functioned as the
Entertainment Secretary for many years and as a Vice President of the SLMC. He had been as active performer took
part in all major shows of the Circle.

He who took pain in initiating the IBM Ceylon charter in 1954. Mudaliyar Amarasekara referred to him as ‘the Architect
of the IBM Ring 139’ as well. Mr. Gonzal had held the positions of the Coordinator, Territorial Representative and
Territorial Vice President for Ceylon, in International Brotherhood of Magicians since 1954. In 1970 he migrated to
Australia for good. In Australia he had been an active member of the Australian Society of Magicians (ASM),
Melbourne.

1957 he became a Memnber of the Magic Circle London (M.M.C.) His Magic Circle membership was sponsored by Hugo
Alder a Magician cum Marine Engineer who met him on board of his vessel while anchored in Colombo port. In 1970
prior to his departure the SLMC paid him the highest honour by electing him to the Inner Magic Circle (MIMC) of the
SLMC. (Three surviving founder members then ie. Mudaliyar Amarasekara, Linden De Alwis & Simon Perera and
G.C.Nanayakkara were the other members elected to the Inner Magic Circle together with him.)

SRI LANL# RING 139, Culumbo, Ceylon, entertzined Virgil and his wll'e,
Julie during their successful six-week engagement there prior to showing in
Karachi (India), Egypt, U. K. and Europe. SEATED, left to right, are: Mrs.
H. E. Gonsal, C. E. James, President, A. C. G. S. Amarasekera. hrgl] Mrs.
I, Stave, and Mrs. V. K. de Fonseka, STANDING, left to right, V, G. Perera,
Herbert E. Gonzal - 1922 Treasurer N. W. Senanayake, Assoe. Secretary R, ‘A. Perera (10th from left),
Secretary-Hiatorinn H. E. Gonsal (11th), Vice-President Cik, C. P. Jayaward-
ene (15th), Sgt.-at-Arms V. K. de Fonseka, and members of Ring, and Sri

336@8 6 @G)Oﬁ}fﬁ&’_)d Lanka Magic Circle plus guests.

(¢0805C5 835&306) Picture appeared in Linking Ring 1954. IBM Ring 139 hosting Virgil & Julie in Colombo.
Herbert coordinated the event as the Territorial Representative of Ring 139
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TRICK Of THE MOIITH by HDN Gunasekara v + ‘* ’

“Ring Penetration through the handkerchief” eE%e3® wden Bpde
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Follow the diagrams and practice. Note the positions of fingers in figure ‘iv’ & v’. Perform at the next get-together and
get the advice on presentation from a senior member.
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3DCIODGH? “Abracadabra”
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“Abracadabra”is the most famous magical incantation. But the actual
origination is not clear. It is believed to have derived from Arabian & Hebrew languages. According to some writers, the
word derived from the name of the God ‘Abracax’ who was worshipped by the sorcerer Basilides and his followers. This
was first found in the writings of a Physician Quintus Serenus Simonicus who lived in 2" century. In one of his colloquial
medicinal poems, this was given as a cure for illnesses caused by malignant spirits living in the body. He suggested, to write
the word “abracadabra” in a triangular amulet as above and worn by the patient.
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MAGIC EXTRAVAGANZA 2015

World International President, International Brotherhood Of Magicians (IBM) Mr. Joe M.Tunner, will
perform and lecture on October 29—Novemberl. at Bangkok International Magic Extravaganza
2015. Many International performing acts could be witnessed at this yearly event. Neil Croswell
from Canada, The tango Act and White Paper Act by Kenris Murat of France, Spanish Grand Illusion
act by Alis Kim & Luna and host of others. Our own Rohan Jayasekera was a guest performer last
year and is being invited for this year’ s event as well. A special tour package is organized for the
benefit of our members who wish to go for this event. Our members could take part in the
competitions’ as well. Now open for registrations before31st August .

contestant fee: 70 US $ .\ '
Stage and close-up competition f
Junior competition: 60 US$S ] i F

Dealer booth: 250 US$
Contact ;mamada_magic@hotmail.com
Do not miss this Grand happening

UL R LR

FATRAVAGS

Sombat Mamada Chitmankongkul
(Organizer of the event)

Invitation for 12th Convention of the AMA
05™ to 08™ November, 2015

President Rohan Jayasekara is in receipt of a letter of open
invitation to SLMC members, from Mr. Kenny Yas the
Organizing Chairman, of the Asian Magic Association
Convention-2015, to be held from 05" to 8" November, 2015
at Berjaya Times Square Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Those who wish to attend the convention are requested to
contact Rohan for details. (077 7158864)
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