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THE WAND

Presidential Honours for Ronald

After a lapse of 12 years National Honours were
conferred by the President Maithripala Sirisenaat
the Nelum Pokuna on 17th March 2017. In a very
colourful yet officious event many Sri Lankans
who had rendered exceptional service in their
chosen fields were honoured.One such recipient
was our very own “Ronnie”. The honour is not
only to him individually but a recognition for the
SLMC and the fraternity of magicians of Sri
Lanka.

While congratulating him on this momentous
achivement the WAND wishes to record a brief
bio of him which has been prepared by our “in-
house historian” H D N Gunesekera.

Birthday - 22nd October 1935

Parents - Linden De Alwis & Beatrice Senanayake De
Alwis

Father- Founder Member, ACM, Senior Vice President,
SLMC

Mother too had performed at social events in early 1930s. | &

Schools - St.Mary's College, Chilaw

( January 1944 to March1956 )
St. Sebastian's College, Moratuwa .

( March 1956 to December 1956)

Graduated from University of Peradeniya

( April 1957 to March1960 )

Career
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Education Dept. - Teacher /Principal ( 1960-1962 Ku/Pannala MV)

Principal ( 1962-1964 Ku/ingaradaula MV)

Dept of Inland Revenue Investigating Officer ( 1965 1966)

Assessor (1966 1979)
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The scroll

Sent on a British Council Taxation Course to London in July 1976 to Jan 1977

GM - Lanka Travels Ltd. ( LTU Airline )
GM Asset Ltd (Aitken Spence Group)

(1979 - 1982)
(1982 - 1988)

In London (1988 - 1989)
GM - HPT Ltd (11990 - 1994)
GM BBS Ltd (1994 - 1996)
GM Rarsco Ltd (1996 1998)
Military

1965 2nd Lieutenant - Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force
1968 Lieutenant

1972 Captain

1978 Major

1982 Lt. Colonel

1982 Commanding Officer - January to December 1986

2nd Regiment Sri Lanka Army Services Corps

Magic

Assisted his father from the age 5 ( from 1940 )
1947

1952  Joined ACM on 8th JAN 952 AND IN July 1954 SLMC

1952  Adjudged Runner Up in Junior category at the first ever Magic
Championship contest held in Ceylon at the SSC Carnival.

1961  Runner Up Magician of the Year

1962 Magician of the Year Mudaliyar Amarasekara Challenge Shield

1964 Winner Mr. Magician Ceylon

1968 Winner SLMC 1st Open Magic Contest & Best Comedy Magician

Had a solo performance at the School Prize Giving Ceremony.

Ronald with his father Linden
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SLMC

1963  Council Member

1976 Hony. Treasurer

1978 Vice President

1990 EVP (1993 Originated Amateur Magician Contest)

2001-2004 President (2002 Originated Young Magician Contest)
2002 (Obtained a block of land @ 156 Templers road, Mt.Lavinia)
2007-2014 President - Opened the Ground Floor in 2008 at 156 Stage 1)
2015 Life President Emeritus

Conventions

1989 IBM 25 (British Ring), Brighton, UK
1991 Ron Macmillan International Magic Convention, London

Guest of Honour 1998 London Magic Circle
2008  Cumbrian Magic Circle, Cmbria, UK
Honorarium

2004 1st Kalabooshana Award by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs
2014  Guest of Honor at the Choo Manthar Festival of the Magicians' Academy,
Hyderabad, of India and received a special Award for Magic & Lecture Demo attended

by 400 magicians
2015 Honored with the Title of ' President Emeritus', Sri Lanka Magic Circle ﬁ E

2015 Sarasavi Award for Magic given by the Divisional Secretariat of Kotte Pi f h  Ronald’

2016 Made All Island Justice of the Peace ictures from the start of Ronald’s
Magical journey which began as

SLMC Achievements his father’s magic assistant

Developed and improved the Administrative Structure and Accountability of the SLMC
over decades. Had been the live wire of the SLMC in conducting affairs.
He Introduced the Visitors Book in the 1990s, Introduced Regimentation
& Honour to a departed member of SLMC. Introduced the Amatuer
Magician Contest in 1993 and in 2002 introduced the Young Magicians
Contest. Dedicated and toiled

to construct ground floor of SLMC from 2002 to 2010. A Convention and
Lecture Demo by Hoerbi Kull in colaberation with the Swiss Embassy at
the Mt.Lavinia Hotel was conducted in 2008.Was responsible for
collection of Funds and Material worth over Rs.800,000/= over years till
2010. Was able to create a linked Brotherhood. He had been able to
produce many professional magicians to date by creating Training
classes.

As A Magician

Has performed in Malaysia, Maldives Islands, London and India

He has performed over 30,000 magic shows since 1947 and has been a
popular Kids & adults magician because his performances are highly
Dramatic, Witty, Scintilating, Bewildering, Great Showmanship,
Excellent Stage Management, Ability to perform in English, Sinhala or
even Tamil,

At the March monthly meeting a mini felicitation to
Ronnie took place. President Rohan and VP devsiri
spoke and explained the great value of the honour
Ronnie had received and also displayed the medal
and scroll that had been presented by the President
as seen in the two pictures above.
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Important message from the VP Contest Suranjith de Soysa

BE A TALENTED MAGICIAN 2017

You have to do only participation in Mini Contest.
(i) Card Magic {iti} Rope Magic (i) Silk Magic (iv) Coin Magic
and go up to National Contest.
End of 2017 vourwill be the best International Standard Magician. Your personal income go up
to Rs. 100,000/=. _
Mini Contest will be held at the =% /¥ Get-together25'th Sunday 10.30 a.m. 2017,
SLMC good standing Members eligible {Junior or Senior) to take part.
Magician of the year Winners not eligible to contest.
A Member could compete under all four categaries or under one, two or three categories
k. member wishes each categories given three minutes.
Application available April Get -together 2017.
Contact President Rohan Jayasekara - 0777158864 )
_WP& Deputy Secretany General, Editor Devsivi Fernando - 0112645927 or V.P. Contests
Suranjith de Soysa - 0777208660. \\.I‘-\
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Sri Lanka Magic Circle

Application for Mini Contest - 2017
- SILK MAGIC/ROPE MAGIC/CARD MAGIC/COIN MAGIC

Contestant’s Full Name: (in BLOCK Letters /ool et 1 oo e .
DODDEEEE BN @ 1 oo te e e
oV e bt e R
Ermail Auddress o oo e e e
Tel: ool s MMobile: e
Date of Birth /e e | e e e e e
N.I.C. Number/Postal ID No. (&h.0t.03. fciDs/ DT 600637 £PotDe : --
Particulars of any Magic Contest Won before: ...t e, e

B0 oo S8l momaiSsl dexpemens ed o8 & S8c Dclod.
Contestant’s Membership Ordinary / Life: / ooomondces cn@rSomeliEos craEEs s

I hereby declare that I will abide by the rules and conditions governing the Contest and
will endeavour to avoid any action that may bring discedit to the Act of Magic and S5.1L..M.C.
The verdict of the panel of Judges will be final and conclusive arid cannot be challenged.
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For Office Use Only '
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Down the memory lane by HDN

Continuing the History of Magic ®:8& ®@ed @do:emn

Harry Kellar (1849-1922)

@SN Vil GEBern CER® 9HEP BEXDO &@H &leddmg) B)Berd. 3 ®® Henrich Keller . §E @8
HRDNRD OHDEWERE 6RO 6LO® WO &5 MO OHD QSMenRy O° KM cOBed®. 68 gm0 'The Fakir of Ava' ®8&
es® &3 Isiaiah Harris Hughes 8 &@8enned ebum £iHeds aiH oo @ 2i8s BEB8o ®ieid® oces Hughes
66 HHRMENY CERE MOWH BE D £led. Bad 5P chrsm gEles B3P0 comm OB HPYB @I emMBw®. 1869
€ 'The Davenport Brothers' &®@® &0 000 4 5 o0& DOwm DO Hed. Kellar s ceomdo ®em®s 'Davenport
Brothers' sg@emwdr William Fay ©g® Kellar 66} eg@onmdt 6@e £H6® .00 OB oot DRs® 0 &g
603D &80 BBIOR WO LY. O®RSDD AR NBEIEE HOSDS oNd FHNOWO EBOe®S Bude a58 § O
DEPMO BOwe, Kellar go®id Gr DT oeHsdn”

a0 @SS 90O Egyptian Hall & eonmt®) cdbus 98ded w088 83 Maskelyne & Cooke e& ebws &o® Kellar
& SEAED 9 s & grds O WEOD Exom LK Oisded geme GiBNO vSm EE. &m0 Maskelyne &
Cooke ©®® ®x30 83 Bautier de Kolta e 'The Vanishing Bird Cage' ®@€ ©% 2® ©@& Maskelyne e 'Psyco’ o@e
B00-80 gx0Rs Hoed) BP0 e Ye e irng D ¢ oemie. Maskelyne & Cooke e 'Levitation' eowedd
Bomdsdn A9 0@® e Paul Valadon 6088 O®mes @Rms 20 m08 anodr ®mdS. Maskelyne & Cooke &enme
emeiBed EI®S Kellar @85 Escape Boxes eme) eme andsgmodensl 9€losime 'Will the Witch and the Watchman'
go®n & & o@® 'The Witch" the Sailor and the Enchanted Monkey' 8¢ 9® eb®e ©E®) € 6wEems &i.
(Maskelyne) Cooke e ebwe e®» Kellar pe @& eobegno:s gi5dn. 1884 € &ie®dmed Philadelphia & 9€woe
o®es w) Omw®E Egyptian Hall 8§ g9)dds eeo® 588 Egyptian Hall o8l o8 5300 dg eocdM.

o) OO 6RO O PHEIBLH® eRe®] COOERD Hill'l')' KE“HI' (1 849'1 922)
L ) ™

20 chean demm &w Kellar 19 8wded e@® ; ﬂ

90) MBSO HOVE BE VB GSBD e, 5 - ' o
eeew. Kellar, 1882 Australia @8 Melborne £9OE, y
®Q8 @Odwe § Eva Lydia Medley o®@® 1887 &
80 § 0 0:OD0 rededs ©m ebhe® OE M)
ee5R3e®% aire, AReE eL@NEE DL MBRD
8&. 'Levitation of Princess Karnack' Maskelyne Kellar & Fakir of Ava

@@ levitation go®d o®® Kellar 66 9&desd
53006. KELLAR

Kellar ®® )3 o0 EmMOIE, &r8@n
agtd 00 006 dHes “A
Magician's Tour - Up and down and round
about the world” ®»® 1890 & gmG&™
eIenS B 8. 1884 Dby ¥ Ry T
eMEC® OVBKS @B VL 6D 6D

@D KONE OB, & gmOnO 'Club Theatre' ®»8 SD®wn w b EJLH DERDI,
OO EMed BI 88y 9)5n JYHmBenyy § Arabi Pasha @enwiag) 00, o8P0 OO
CRELHNE R £ANEMO HHM® § OO 88 oecodn. (Bosl® e a®oesnOns O mO
O o808 eeodn D))

Harry Houdini, Kellar e®®» ®@®% 6900w €8 aod HI90 Bnedn 06 COeEmnenty 6RME HIlRNEDN. SHB0Os0ed
cad® mEedEé Houdini, ®® Bullet Catching Trick 98005 @0 00 008 o8 PGS 9BER DO HYM. 68 9 O=N®
Kellar, Houdini © %) gidfes 5B Exw OO Ho@® CBOI® emmOm eeol®. Houdini &0 BE0d 208 580 Sedwm
Bullet Catching e eonmeg OB OE®HS®. (O0D 00 i8s GBS BB ecexn® 'Bullet-Catching' 9€3ed) DOEE,
VOO o & . O® ®OF®S accident, suicide, homicide e MO ORS WOWO gwHed BHoOw HOPVD goHHE.)
Kellar 68 @8w 68 gmmoens @w® HAH. “My dear boy, this is advice from the heart' Don't try the bullet-catching trick.
There is always the biggest kind of risk, that some dog will 'job' you' And we can't afford to lose Houdini”

CEP® ey VB BEBFes wdmn § 1902 & eHod®» w¢ 'The Society of American Magicians' & enO@emm
o@B8wmenne § Harry Kellar 1908 & ®)x) ed€meds o@wsiess Howard Thurstan o® ga)estome eee o8 ©088. 1910
€ 'Society of American Magicians' @3& giHwe, D00 0 gernd «@s 835w AHEE G®DERs ©Ed S
e 5ot &8 ewmede 'Dean of the Society of American Magicians, ®® § @des@ @O8D exItd mMPewrs B8e8 @R
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el @ BEB® ged Harry Kellar .

oed ol el & Budn a1e@lmy) OMBEODSEE SHCOR QRENDE BE &) ;HNO ebomns 1917 & 'The
Society of American Magicians' ®3&§ ©:0mn Sw. O6E @8t gevns @Elon B3P0, OO0 B® ev® &I 78
o83e Kellar @8 208 oi®®0 Houdini @@ 8r. Kellar @ ebomn 508) eBEmeds ©f ©SH50 &e)5HS 6OEE,
es380 8 GRSy ®y QUDD 5O DR WO HS ESEMD O CleOMNEMIE 6@IOD £y RDE, OEHS®.

(R0 DOS® &), & - i8S @decld President Emeritus, Dalvo Jr, 82 &i83€ Beles mdien B ©00® 00
DO eBEmed Ol &I @D.) - :
Harry Kellar, 1922 @b @ 10 d» £» c@e@ds 68 »woiesiw.

Howard Thurston (1869-1936)
Howard Franklin Thurston, ®®e& a5o)Es6ome) ee
Harry Kellar 88 &850 e ©00s @ @8
BE8wim. Thurston @8 BSEACO B 6RY DG
Alexander Herrmann 6@ @8 @oebm®ns €1He®5).
eEmeny 80 6Em COTDE 88D LPE WHRW®DO
OBSR Bw. DO TeWPERD HOFeEB® &bKm®mES
emdm®) ®u5 Thurston &re@3med ebo® SOBOBS
H®OBHS HBOKO Beln. Ond QedIwd HO® LB
Olews @w Thurston O8E @m) 9NESHS SHSHHOWD
o 9k, 93 gano® By B eLOND PBEWD,
REQ'BWI, Sm®, BN® ME @O Ole®s D
©®s 8m. Cards Manipulation 9®@s o0y g Bnes adesd gowwe ged Rising
Card ebeond@. 'King of Cards' eeene o0 Sv. oad &re®@dmdd @& Thurston
P ) eJEW ©eHOHRT MDD GO RHe® eLOH®
EA\] MAG j CIAN CoEno® oem cd8n @Ed 88 goos § @0e Huied.
Rxned ebommm "The Wonder Show of the Universe' &8s
NESOE. OO ELe@Tmed eEns8n® DK BSB® §
Kellar, 1908 & ec8Emeds} @DxoRD HO® WO &S D erm®s Thurston, Kellar & ebo®ed
aBBn D “Wi5HR0 DO MATD WO BVE VDY SHEXBOD 9HE® »EXm &I Thurston 6O
O® DvH® «®d®0 Kellar &wccs § A0S oeomsic. Baltimore 8008 &dd ©fuided®
eboxele 0emedE® Thurston ©® gRESEHHE eee ®» O 'Kellar Show' €30 woOe®®
68 DOHD Ry Om &OOr D £wed.

Thurston 58 dmOs 8O § god e cend GEBSes § Grace Taxco & Beatrice
Foster 8§ god 8w. Howard e oesicdw § Harry Thurston ¢ @85 GBE8enS.

'Carter the Great' (1874 -1936)

Charles Joseph Carter &r@3me) )5 @88 BEBens. Kellar, Thurston epESed o@mpmens dr. 6@ D8 MEWES
GODEERS 8 SHBOBONE EIQEEH DO 06 MO eBOE® COBE®. 30 &d8dE Bewe Becd O3 ro® Charles »®
ebemnm Ole®® 8 DM 6@ &rded) &Lo.

1907 o® ebomn Olerws eE® ) Bw O)dmedE 'Carter the Great'
HOBERSD®, VEQeRWD, TN®, PBEDD, EWD, 880D, 9MBO
PE COBR e® @Eled WO &Y. YERE FROEENO HIn® OBWO THE GREAT

B0 o8 BRAE cHSeDD 1y DD o 83e 6@ ebo® .
MHOF) VOO LI Y. \

'Carter the Great' ®8& 680l edem@ns gSobe)eed £in ®im. ®acEMNDES
esineds 62 ®i83E BelE @y Bn Gelde ONEWED eOIHEMED. B 0iHE ®HO
B83we, ebEHD FOE® EMNO SOBON CRHD HO 8y 6Om £IH® £ VDL HEHS®.
'Carter the Mysterious' &8s ebws 98les weg e@Hed QY Bn ®iem.

'Carter Beats the Devil' &8 ®0€ gm@nd o8 Glen David Gold 6@ g@siawe Charles
Carter &3m® 90) RwWd "
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26TH MARCH MEMBERS DAY MAGIC ITEMS

SALE

The March monthly meeting was held on 26th.
It was very poorly attended and only the following
15 members were present.

Bring the Magic items you
do not use when you

come on 30th Apri

- L ’

'-\]"l { kl ” Rohan Jayasekera, C.Gamage, P. Gamage, and sell it to the

] Ronald de Alwis, Lalith Wickremasinghe, Dinesh members. Many are
- C'H“-r-"r-lf GW»” Thangavel,Naminda Warakagoda, Devs_iri bringing their
Fernando, Chenul Perera, Asanka Pathirana, non-used items.
Ajith Fernando,Bhanuka Palliyaguru, A.
Wijesinghe and Ms.Vindhya de Alwis
Guest : Mrs.Nileesha Ranaweera

SG Ronnie had just been honoured by the
President Sirisena and the members were made
aware of this by President Rohan. Thereafter VP
Devsiri conducted the day's sessions and had an
Open Forum where the views of members were
sought in connection with the poor attendance.
Many reasons were suggested by the members.

The Star Performer of the month was Naminda
Warakagoda. He gave a brief but a very polished
performance. Accentuated by his personality it was
a very pleasing performance.

Several
other

i members
H including
Chenul,
Gayan

¥ and new

P Bl member
Banuka
performed.

“‘

Incidentally Banuka showed a video clip of
him performing some street magic in Galle
which when posted to Facebook had had
several thousands of views in a very short
time. Also Gayan presented several

| members with the magic item he had
performed.

Deepest Sympathies The day ended with EVP Lalith giving a

The Wand records its deepest sympathies on the demise of Life Member Michael summing upO
Fernando's daughter. On behalf of the Circle Major Piyatillake and VP Devsiri

paid their respects at the funeral house in Madampe.

May her soul rest in peace. Happy Blrthday

E—— to all members
ew Year Gift: . :
We appreciate the generosity of Clarence Heendeniya for gifting the C?lebratlng the].r
SLMC an Electric Kettle. Thank you Clarence ! blrthdays n Apl'll
We require more items that you wish to dispose like Tea Sets, Drink | Rohith Jude Silva 09th
Glasses, Steel Cupboards, Furniture, Carpets, Pedestal & Ceiling Amarasiri Wijesinghe  11th
Fans, Large Trays, Mop Buckets, WC/ Toiletry Items, Disinfectants Trajan Tissera 17th
Etc. R.M.Piyatileke 19th
Jagath Anura 21st
Contact Mr. Wilhelm Perera Vice President Assets Control ( Yasas Gunaratne 21st
Telephone 0775152953 ) W. S. Botheju . 29th
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From lLebanon with love

Hady Akiri, a young magician from Lebanon met with SLMC members while holidaying in
Sri Lanka. SLMC was put in touch with him by the world famous Magic teacher Jeff
McBride. Hadid is a 30 year old teacher of IT who is now moving towards full time magic

and he{is a student of Jeff.
I |'

Hady signing the Vistors' Book

Dear Jeff,

| am sending you this email to thank you for the effort
you made to connect me with other magicians and
friends in all around the world and specially in Sri
Lanka.

Mr Rohan took very good care of me , we visited the
magic circle and 2 magic shops and other places , he
introduced me to other magicians and members of the
“Sri Lanka Magic Circle” we spend very good time
and discussed magic in each other’s perspective.

As you can see in on of the pictures we can taking a
selfie with your picture between us !

-

* JEFF MCBRIDE 5 THE MIET INFLUENTIAL
TEACHER 1N THE WARLD OF MABIC - NANY

THANK YOU JEFF & ROHAN!
Best,

Hady

Email sent by Hady to Jeff McBride after his visit

He performed several pocket tricks including ones using sponge balls and rubber bands.



